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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
COLUMBIA, MD 

A Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas 
December 20, 2020 | 7:00 PM 

You may stream this service from Christ Church’s web site, Facebook page, or YouTube channel. 
 
PRELUDE 
 Meine Seele erhebt den Herren, BWV 648 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

The people stand as able. 

OPENING CAROL Irby 

 

BIDDING PRAYER 

 Officiant: Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the 
message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.  

   Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first 
days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this holy Child; and 
let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.  

   But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the 
earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this 
country and within Columbia. 
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 Officiant: And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his 
name the poor and the helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who 
mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know 
not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.  

   Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice 
with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we 
forevermore are one.  

   These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words 
which Christ himself hath taught us: 

 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven.  
   Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us.  
   And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
   For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 Officiant: The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and 
unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.  

 People:  Amen. 

The people may be seated. 
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THE FIRST LESSON  Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19  

The man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and they hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the 
LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I heard the sound of you in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." The 
LORD God said to the serpent, 

"Because you have done this,  
 cursed are you among all animals  
 and among all wild creatures;  
upon your belly you shall go,  
 and dust you shall eat  
 all the days of your life.  
I will put enmity between you and the woman,  
 and between your offspring and hers;  
he will strike your head,  
 and you will strike his heel."  

 And to the man he said, 

‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,  
 and have eaten of the tree  
about which I commanded you,  
 You shall not eat of it”,  
cursed is the ground because of you;  
 in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;  
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;  
 and you shall eat the plants of the field.  
By the sweat of your face  
 you shall eat bread  
until you return to the ground,  
 for out of it you were taken;  
you are dust,  
 and to dust you shall return."  
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The people stand as able. 

HYMN   Conditer alme siderum 

 

The people may be seated. 

THE SECOND LESSON Genesis 22:15-18  

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, "By myself I have sworn, 
says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed 
bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice." 

  
 
 
 

The people stand as able. 
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HYMN   Richmond 

 

The people may be seated. 

THE THIRD LESSON Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  

The people who walked in darkness  
 have seen a great light;  
those who lived in a land of deep darkness -  
 on them light has shined.  
For a child has been born for us,  
 a son given to us;  
authority rests upon his shoulders;  
 and he is named  
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
His authority shall grow continually,  
 and there shall be endless peace  
for the throne of David and his kingdom.  
 He will establish and uphold it  
with justice and with righteousness  
 from this time onward and forevermore.  
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

The people stand as able. 

CAROL   Besançon 

 
The people may be seated. 
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THE FOURTH LESSON Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9  

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,  
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
 the spirit of counsel and might,  
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  
With righteousness he shall judge the poor,  
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;  
The wolf shall live with the lamb,  
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  
 and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze,  
 their young shall lie down together;  
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,  
 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.  
They will not hurt or destroy  
 on all my holy mountain;  
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD  
 as the waters cover the sea.  
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The people stand as able. 

CAROL  Es ist ein Ros 

 

The people may be seated. 

THE FIFTH LESSON  Luke 1:26-35, 38  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
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there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 

The people stand as able. 

HYMN   Birmingham 

 
The people may be seated. 
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THE SIXTH LESSON  Luke 2:1, 3-7  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

The people stand as able. 

CAROL  St. Louis 
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The people may be seated. 

THE SEVENTH LESSON Luke 2:8-16 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 "Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
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The people stand as able. 

CAROL  Gloria 

 

 

The people may be seated. 
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THE EIGHTH LESSON Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet: 

 `And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  
 for from you shall come a ruler  
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"  

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, 
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
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The people stand as able. 

CAROL  Three Kings of Orient 
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The people remain standing for the reading from John. 

THE NINTH LESSON John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only 
son, full of grace and truth. 

 Officiant: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL (verses 1, 2, 3, and 6 only.) Adeste fideles 
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The people may be seated. 

GREETING AND WELCOME The Rev’d Emmanuel Mercer, Rector 

The people stand as able. 

CAROL  Stille Nacht 
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COLLECT AND BLESSING 

 Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: 
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold 
him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 Officiant: May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you  
with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

CAROL  Mendelssohn 
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POSTLUDE 
 Magnificat Octavi Toni: vi. Gloria Johann Erasmus Kindermann (1616-1655) 

 

PERMISSIONS | “Once in royal David’s city.” Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt. Music: melody Henry John 
Gauntlett (1805-1876). Words in the Public Domain. Music copyright © 1957, Novello and Company Limited. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-701378. All rights reserved. | “Creator of the stars of night.” Words: Latin, 9th cent.; 
ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. Music: Conditor alme siderum, plainsong, Mode 4. Words, music in the Public Domain. | “Hark! the glad 
sound! the Savior comes.” Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751). Music: Thomas Haweis (1734-1820); adapt. Samuel Webbe 
(1740-1816). Words, music in the Public Domain. | “People, look east! The time is near.” Words: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-
1965) Music: traditional carol, harm. John L. Hooker (b. 1944). Words copyright © David Higham Association, Ltd. Music 
copyright © 1997 Church Publishing, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-701378. All rights reserved. 
| “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming.” Words: St. 1-2 German, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker (1851-1934). St. 3, Friedrich Layritz 
(1808-1859): tr. Harriet Reynolds Krauth Spaeth (1845-1925); ver. Hymnal 1940. Music: melody from Alte Catholische Geistliche 
Kirchengesäng, 1599; harm. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621). Words, music in the Public Domain. | “Tell out, my soul, the 
greatness of  the Lord!” Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926); based on The Song of  Mary. Music: from Repository of  Sacred 
Music, Part II, 1813; harm. Songs of  Praise, 1925. Words copyright © 1962, renewal 1990, by Hope Publishing Company, Carol 
Stream, IL 60188. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-701378. All rights reserved. Music in the Public 
Domain. | “O little town of  Bethlehem.” Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893). Music: Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908). Words, 
music in the Public Domain. | “Angels we have heard on high.” Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt. 
Music: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958). Words, music in the Public Domain. | “We three kings of  
Orient are.” Words: John Henry Hopkins, Jr. (1820-1891), alt. Music: Henry Hopkins, Jr. (1820-1891). Words, music in the 
Public Domain. | “O come, all ye faithful.” Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and 
others. Music: present form of  melody att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. Words, music in 
the Public Domain. | “Silent night, holy night.” Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885). 
Music: melody Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824-1910). Words, music in the Public Domain. | 
“Hark! the herald angels sing.” Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. Music:  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. William 
H. Cummings (1831-1915). Words, music in the Public Domain. 
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Please Consider a Contribution to Christ Church. 
Recent world events have been challenging for us all. It has also affected how we are able to continue to help 

others. Please consider contributing to Christ Church so that we may continue to support our parish staff, as well as 
those in need in our community and around the world. Christ Church has achieved much in the past because of 

everyone's generosity, and for that we are very grateful. We are still carrying out an amazing ministry for a 
moderate-sized church - even through this very challenging time - but it does require everyone's assistance. Each 

contribution helps greatly. 

Text Giving 
You can now give securely and conveniently by using your mobile phone! Simply text CECGIVING to 73256, and 

you'll receive a secure link to our page where you can set up a one-time or recurring gift. 

Online Giving 
You can also continue to pledge and give to Christ Church online. It's a safe and secure method of contributing 

towards your annual pledge or other offering. Whether it's a one-time donation or a recurring gift, you can go to our 
overview page for instructions and links. Signing up is fast and easy; if you need assistance doing so, or if you have 

any Stewardship-related questions, please contact us at info@christchurchcolumbia.org  

Donate Through the Diocese 
The Diocese of Maryland offers another way to give directly to Christ Church. You'll find that option here. Once 
on that secure page, simply choose "Christ Church, Columbia" from the list of parishes, and fill in the required 

fields.  

Our 2021 Pledge Form is Online 
The 2021 Pledge Form is on our website, for your convenience. You can complete the form by clicking here, and if 

you have any questions, please email stewardship@christchurchcolumbia.org 
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