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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
COLUMBIA, MD 

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, May 10, 2020 | 10:00 AM 
You may stream this service from Christ Church’s Facebook Page. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
PRELUDE 
 Prelude in F Minor, BWV 881/1  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

HYMN IN PROCESSION  Westminster Abbey 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
 People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  

 Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

 People: Amen. 

GLORIA  Read in unison 

 Glory to God in the highest, 
  and peace to his people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
  we worship you, we give you thanks, 
  we praise you for your glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
  receive our prayer. 

 For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, 
  Jesus Christ, 
  with the Holy Spirit, 
  in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray. 

  Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your  
  Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his  
  steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives  
  and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people may be seated. 

THE FIRST LESSON  Acts 7:55-60 

 Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the 
 right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right 
 hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they 
 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young 
 man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he 
 knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, 
 he died. 

 Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God.  

The following Psalm is read responsively by half-verse. 
PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16 In te, Domine, speravi 

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; * 
 deliver me in your righteousness. 

Incline your ear to me; * 
 make haste to deliver me. 

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
 for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
 for you are my tower of strength. 

Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
 for you have redeemed me, 
 O LORD, O God of truth. 

My times are in your hand; * 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
 and from those who persecute me. 

Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
 and in your loving-kindness save me." 
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THE EPISTLE  1 Peter 2:2-10 

 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if indeed 
 you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like 
 living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
 acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: 

  “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

  and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

  “The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the very head of the corner”, 

 and 

  “A stone that makes them stumble, 
and a rock that makes them fall.” 

 They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
 proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

  Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; 

  once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 

 Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God.  
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The people stand as able. 
HYMN  IN SEQUENCE Nyland 
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THE GOSPEL     John 14:1-14 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there 
are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.”  

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that 
I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people may be seated at the invitation of the preacher. 

SERMON  The Rev’d Emmanuel Mercer, Rector 
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The people stand as able. 

THE NICENE CREED  

 All: We believe in one God, 
            the Father, the Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth, 
            of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
          he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
          and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
          he suffered death and was buried. 
          On the third day he rose again 
              in accordance with the Scriptures; 
          he ascended into heaven 
              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
          and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Intercessor: In today’s lessons, we are reminded that God calls us together into one people with a calling to faith 
and to forgiveness. Jesus continues to show us the way out of darkness into his light. Through these 
times of challenge, fear, and uncertainty, let us strive to grow in faith and in hope as God’s holy 
people. We pray:  

People: Lord, you are beside us now. Strengthen us with your love. 

Intercessor: On this Mother’s Day, we celebrate all mothers everywhere and all the women in our lives, past and 
present, who like a mother, have nurtured, healed, loved, and helped us grow. With grateful hearts, 
we pray:  

People: Lord, bless them and make your face to shine upon them always. 

 Intercessor: We ask that your holy spirit may guide the hearts and judgments of our nation’s leaders and of those 
who govern throughout your world, that in this time of crisis, they may make wise decisions for the 
good of all your children.  

 In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya. In our own Diocese of 
Maryland, we lift up St. Luke’s, Eastport; St. Anne’s, Annapolis and St. Mary’s, Annapolis. We pray 
for our church leaders: Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Eugene, our Diocesan Bishop; Emmanuel, 
our Rector; and Richard and James, our retired Rectors; and all other clergy who have ministered to 
us and shone your light. As God’s people, we pray:  

People: Lord, make them beacons of your light in these trying times. 

Intercessor: Lord, we pray that you may be a tower of strength and a refuge for all who struggle every day 
throughout the world.  We lift up our brothers and sisters who suffer from illness of body, mind, or 
spirit, and their families and caregivers, especially George, Nell, Ashley, Bob, Wendy, Genelle, Jane, 
Eric, Alta, Pamela, Nick, Brayden, Emily, Dr Thomas Kramer, Chad, and those you now name. We 
ask for your grace and safekeeping of all those who daily risk their own well-being to keep us safe, 
cared for, and supplied with the necessities of life. We pray:  

People: Lord, let your love envelop them and sustain them. 

Intercessor: With the firm conviction that those whose loss we mourn now reside in the house of their heavenly 
Father, we lift up all who have died in this pandemic. We also remember those you now name. We 
pray: 

People: Lord Jesus, in and through you we find our way to the heavenly Father. Be our comfort in 
this time of sorrow. 

Intercessor: We give thanks for all who are praying with us today and hope that you may find God’s love and 
blessing during this period of contemplation.  We rejoice and are grateful for the many occasions for 
celebration in our church family.  This week we remember the birthdays, anniversaries, and other 
milestones of Bruce, Lauren, Renee, Leigh, Marie, Edward, Elizabeth, Nan, Saah, Thomas, 
Crawford, Lilyana, Fred, John, Colleen, Lorena, Dorothy, Eugene, Louise, Carolann, Alice, Carolyn, 
John, Laura, Marie, Philip, and Tina. We lift up our voices, saying:  

People: Lord, we give thanks for your loving kindness and for each other. 

 Intercessor: Let us close with a prayer by Father Henri Nouwen: “O Lord, sea of love and goodness, let me not 
fear too much the storms and winds of my daily life, and let me know that there is ebb and flow but 
that the sea remains the same. For you are the sea.”  

People: Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with a collect, to which the People respond Amen. 
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THE PEACE    

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People: And also with you. 

The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord and then be seated. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS The Rev’d Emmanuel Ato Mercer 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY   
 Ground in C minor   William Croft (1678-1727) 

 
 

Please consider supporting Christ Church during this time. 
Your generous contributions will allow us to continue providing support to the many in need. 

To give, please click here. 
You can also give by texting CECGIVING to 73256.  

A secure form will be texted to you. 
 

 
DOXOLOGY   Old 100th 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 

 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
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 Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the 
glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, 
who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has 
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 

 Celebrant: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 

  On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

  Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 All: We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 Celebrant: We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 People: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 All: Our Father, 
  who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

 Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 All: My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present  
   in the Most Blessed Sacrament.  
  I love you above all things  
   and I desire to possess You within my soul.  
  Since I am unable at this moment  
   to receive You sacramentally,  
  come at least spiritually into my heart.  
  I embrace You as being already there,  
  and unite myself wholly to You.  
  Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
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HYMN AT COMMUNION   Kremser 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   

 Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 All: Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

The Celebrant blesses the People, who respond Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN   Aurelia 
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DISMISSAL 

The Celebrant dismisses the people, who respond: 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE 
 Fugue in F Minor, BWV 881/2  Bach 
 
PERMISSIONS 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved. Used by permission. | Book of Common Prayer, 1979, Church 
Publishing. Public Domain. | “Christ is made the sure foundation.” Text: Latin, ca. 7th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 
1861, after John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. Music: Henry Purcell (1659-1695), adapt. Text, music in the Public Domain. 
Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. | “By all your saints still striving.” 
Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson (1823-1913); ver. Hymnal 1982. Music: Finnish folk melody; adapt. David Evans (1874-1948). 
Text, music in the Public Domain. | Doxology “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.” Text, music in the Public 
Domain. | “We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing.” Text: Anon. 1625; tr. Theodore Baker (1851-1934). Music: from 
Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626; arr. Eduard Kremser (1838-1914). Text used by permission with G. Schirmer Inc. Music in 
the Public Domain. Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. | “The 
Church’s one foundation.” Text: Samuel John Stone (1839-1900). Music: Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876). Text, music in 
the Public Domain. Hymn permission used by Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
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ABOUT TODAY’S VOLUNTARIES 

At the end of last week’s service leaflet, I explained that I am studying the second book of Johann Sebastian Bach’s 
Well-Tempered Clavier (WTC II). This is an important collection of paired Preludes and Fugues in all of the major 
and minor keys. What does this mean? 

 
Here is one octave of a keyboard, starting and ending with C. The musical alphabet uses the letters A through G 
before repeating. These letter names correspond to the white keys on a keyboard. The black keys are identified with 
the word “sharp” or “flat.” For example, the black key directly above C is called C# (“C-sharp”). It can also be 
called D♭ (“D-flat”), since it’s directly below the white key D. The fact that these black keys all have two names is 
important, and I’ll dig into that in the weeks ahead. With me so far? 

Any two keys directly next two one another are a half step or semitone apart; any two keys with another key in 
between are a whole step apart. When identifying half and whole steps, you have to count the black keys too. So, 
for example, F and F# (“F-sharp”) are a semitone (or half step) apart. A and B are a whole step apart, because B♭ 
(“B-flat”) is between them.  

Major and minor scales are simply sets of notes following a certain pattern of whole (W) and half steps (H): 

 Major: W W H W W W H 
 Minor: W H W W H W W 

These scales can begin on any of the twelve notes in the octave above. A C major scale doesn’t use any black keys, 
nor does an A minor scale. But once you start beginning your scales on other notes, you have to start using the 
black keys. So with twelve notes and two “modes” (major and minor) for each, that’s twenty-four Preludes and 
Fugues in Bach’s collection. And he wrote two collections… 

Today’s Prelude in F minor begins with a jaunty theme in duple meter, which is repeated and then varied. The 
musical texture is very thin, almost Spartan, sometimes consisting of only two voices. To me, the Fugue is more 
interesting. In three voices, the active and angular theme is very dramatic. It includes a tritone (an interval equal to 
three whole steps), which is highly dissonant and harsh. (Medieval theorists called the tritone the diabolus in musica, 
or “the Devil in music!”).  

The Offertory voluntary was once attributed to Henry Purcell (1659-1695), one of England’s most significant 
composers. (Coincidentally, he composed the harmony for today’s opening hymn). Copyists and music printers 
often attributed music to famous composers to make them more attractive for performers. For example, it was said 
that the famous Renaissance composer Josquin des Prez (c. 1450-1521) composed more pieces after his death than 
while he was alive; many less capable composers attributed their music to Josquin, hoping that more people would 
perform it.  

In any case, this voluntary is now understood to have been written by William Croft (1678-1727). Croft held a 
number of important musical posts in Early Modern Britain before ending up as organist at Westminster Abbey. He 
is best known for composing the hymn tune St. Anne (which we sing with the words “O God, Our Help in Ages 
past) and for composing an important setting of the Book of Common Prayer’s Burial Service, which has been sung 
at every royal funeral since. 
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Though the Offertory Voluntary, a Ground in c minor, really is a harpsichord piece, it works well enough on the 
organ. You can find beautiful recordings online played on the harpsichord, guitar or other plucked string 
instrument. Like last week’s Prelude, it is written in the style brisé, or “broken style,” imitating the arpeggiated texture 
of harp or lute music. “Ground” here is short for “ground bass,” a compositional technique with a repeating 
harmonic pattern in the lowest notes accompanied by melodic variations in the upper voice. Composers often 
improvised pieces using this technique, not unlike what jazz performers do when interpreting standards. This piece 
is simple, serene, and introspective - I find it hauntingly beautiful. Perhaps you will too.  

    Adam Detzner, Director of Music 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Please consider supporting Christ Church during this time. 
Your generous contributions will allow us to continue providing support to the many in need. 

To give, please click here. 
You can also give by texting CECGIVING to 73256.  

A secure form will be texted to you. 
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