
Looney sermon – 3-26  

Good morning.  It is great to be with you and to see so many friendly faces and for 
those of you worshipping online, we welcome you as well.  It is such a blessing to 
be together. 

Ftr Manny asked me to start with a quick update on my journey.  Last weekend I 
was officially accepted by the Diocese of MD as a postulant for holy orders of 
priesthood.  This is a fancy way of saying the diocese recognizes my call to the 
priesthood and supports me in my journey.  I s�ll have three years of seminary to 
complete and expect to be here at Christ Church through my field educa�on 
placement for at least another year.  While 3 years seems like a long �me, it is 
nothing compared to the 40 years I spent in the Wilderness, not listening for God’s 
call and pursuing my own interests.  Thankfully, God pa�ently waited for me. 

It has been an amazing journey so far as I increasingly understand God’s presence 
in the world and the person God is calling me to become.  As shocking as this may 
sound to the people that have known me for a long �me, I think I may be 
becoming a Bible nerd.   

As evidenced by my excitement of where we are in the lec�onary, because we see 
this week in our readings some really significant and fascina�ng things happening.   

We are coming to the conclusion of the season of Lent, as next Sunday starts Holy 
Week.  With our Scripture readings today we are extending the long  arc of 
humani�es understanding of God and God’s authority.  In our Gospel reading, as 
Jesus is nearing the end of his earthly his ministry, we see his final atempt, before 
he makes his fateful entrance into Jerusalem, to show his followers the ul�mate 
authority of God, by showing God’s awesome power to overcome death. 

But before I get into this week’s readings from the Scriptures, I want to set things 
up with a story. 

When I was in college many years ago, my Philosophy teacher told us the story pf 
Plato’s ‘Allegory of the Cave’.  The premise is there once was a tribe that lived in a 
cave and were chained so that they were facing an interior wall.  Light coming in 
from outside the cave would cast shadows that the men could see move on the 
wall.  Over �me they developed a language to describe what they were seeing and 
their own ideas about life as they knew it.  One day a man broke free and went 



outside of the cave.  There, he experienced being in the light for the first �me and 
witnessed the beauty of God’s crea�on.  He saw the colors of the rainbow, 
smelled flowers in the fields, and saw things flying through the air.  When he 
returned to the cave and tried to explain what he had seen, the people who have 
lived in darkness were terrified on this new reality that was being explained to 
them.  The people of darkness end up killing the man that had seen the light, 
because they were so fearful of the things he was saying.  Plato goes on to debate 
whether humanity is inherently good or evil.  I will not be going there, don’t 
worry.  Rather, what struck me most about the story was when the professor 
asked us what it would be like to be the person returning from the cave and trying 
to describe the color blue.  What words could we use? 

My mind was kinda’ blown.   

Reality is we o�en find ourselves among others that do not see things the same as 
we do.  We see this playing out over and over all around us in modern �mes.  
Likewise, the idea of humanity’s limited sight and ability to understand, is 
prevalent in our readings this week.  The common thread throughout our readings 
is God trying to con�nue to enlighten us so that we may grow in our faith in the 
Lord.  And, as we will see in each instance – God pa�ently waits for us! 

As lay scholar Verna Dozier writes, in her amazing book the Dream of God, since 
the fall of humankind in the Garden of Eden, God has been trying to win us back.  
Let’s imagine for a minute, a God that has created all us in God’s image.  When I 
take that idea to the extreme, I imagine a God that is trying to round up over 7 
billion litle images of God running around this planet with free-will.  Some of us 
freer than others, and most of us focused on glorifying our own selves, like litle 
gods.   

If you want to consider the unimaginable breadth of God’s being, consider what 
an awesome puzzle it is that God is working �relessly to piece together; to win us 
back into perfect union with God.  What a mighty challenge.  It is in that spirit that 
I challenge each of us.  I do not think God is finished trying to find new ways to 
connect with us.  So during these last two weeks of Lent, let us take stock of 
where we are in our rela�onship with God.  Star�ng now through the mystery of 
the resurrec�on at Easter, let us challenge ourselves to seek a new understanding 
or a deeper meaning from the stories we will hear.   



Let’s start by digging into our Scripture readings today.   

In the Old Testament reading from Ezekiel, we see a key step in the evolu�on of 
humanity’s understanding of God.  Do I riff on the history of God here?  So let’s go 
back to 597 BCE, some 600 years before Jesus comes onto the scene.  At the �me 
of its wri�ng, Ezekiel is living in exile in Babylon.  The northern kingdom of Israel 
has long since fallen, and the Southern Kingdom of Judah, home of Jerusalem, is 
under siege by the Babylonians.  During the siege, they rounded up all of the 
leaders and sent them into exile some 500 miles away to Babylon.  As Ezekiel was 
of prominence among the Temple priests of his day, he was in the group that was 
exiled.  In the chapters preceding today’s reading, Ezekiel predicts the destruc�on 
of Jerusalem due to the people’s worshipping of idols and for them not 
maintaining the purity of the Temple.  Our reading today picks up that story during 
the exile and before the ul�mate destruc�on of Jerusalem in 587 BCE, as Ezekiel 
explains the word of the Lord that has come to him in a prophe�c vision.   

In addi�on to the fateful prophecy, Ezekiel predicts a new rela�onship between 
God and the people.  See, at that �me God was believed to reside in the temple in 
the holiest of holy places and God was not a personal God. Ezekiel starts to shed 
light on this idea of a personal God, when he says of God, ‘I will put my spirit in 
you’, and ‘I will place you on your own soil’.  This idea of the spirit of God residing 
within us was unheard of at that �me.   

With Jerusalem on the cusp of destruc�on, Ezekiel presents a vision for a new 
rela�onship with God.  God was speaking through the prophet, but Ezekiel’s 
words were falling on ears that could not understand.  It would take almost six-
hundred years un�l God would bring a Son into the world to show us what that 
spirit lives like in the flesh.  God pa�ently waits for us. 

So let’s jump ahead to our Gospel reading, where God is now fully human in Jesus.  
In our reading from John’s Gospel, Jesus is late in his ministry.  By now Jesus has 
spent three years performing miracles, yet even his disciples that have been with 
him throughout do not understand who Jesus is and what he has tried to explain 
to them about what it means that he is the Son of God.  So, instead of hurrying to 
Lazarus’ side while he is dying, Jesus delays his return to Bethany - so that his 
disciples may believe.  Jesus clearly states in verse 15, “For your sake I am glad I 
was not there, so that you may believe.”  What an extreme for Jesus go to, to try 



to reach his followers.  But here we find the Good News.  We can all find hope in 
knowing God pa�ently waits for us, even in death. 

Later in the story, as they arrive in Bethany, something prety remarkable 
happens.  Let’s look at the interac�on between Jesus and Martha.  In verses 23 – 24 

Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that 
he will rise again in the resurrec�on on the last day.’  This is a prety mind-blowing 
statement Martha makes.  The idea of resurrec�on was not prevalent at that �me.  
So for a woman who has not been with Jesus near as much as his disciples to 
understand the idea of resurrec�on, while the men who have been with Jesus for 
years and s�ll cannot wrap their brains around this idea, is a truly remarkable 
occurrence.   

One of the things we talk a lot about in seminary is how women are portrayed in 
the Bible.  It is a rare story that includes a woman with a speaking part, and even 
more rare to see a woman portrayed with wisdom exceeding the men.  This is the 
legacy of a Bible writen by men, in a deeply patriarchal society.  So, I have to take 
a moment to draw aten�on to this scene, and give much deserved credit to the 
women of the world that have been marginalized and oppressed, many �mes by 
people using other Bible passages to jus�fy that oppression.   

It is my hope that women can draw addi�onal strength and hope from this 
passage, knowing God sees you and recognizes your gi�s.  Honestly, I find it prety 
amazing that this passage was included, and I am so grateful.  Feminist 
interpreta�on of the Bible is a rela�vely new field of study and one that is 
increasingly raising up the voices of the unheard women in the Bible.  This is 
important work that draws us all closer to that perfect union God is seeking with 
all of humankind. 

A�er this interchange, Jesus is confronted by a weeping Mary and many others 
mourning the loss of their beloved Lazarus.  It is here where we get yet another 
reminder of Jesus’s own humanity when we see Jesus weeping.  Most scholars 
believe he is weeping out of a shared sadness over Lazarus’ death.  I wonder if 
Jesus may be weeping because he knows that with this event, he has sealed his 
own fate.  He knows what awaits him in the coming days as he ventures into 
Jerusalem.  Or, I wonder if he weeps out of sadness that with all of his efforts, 



even his closest followers s�ll struggle to understand who he is and the purpose of 
his ministry.   

As we proceed into our Epistle reading from Paul, we hear yet another message 
with a warning yet full of hope.  Similar to the societal warning in Ezekiel due to 
their worshipping idols, in Paul’s leter to the Romans, he addresses one of 
humani�es worst idols as he addresses our fascina�on with maters of the flesh.  
However, as Paul states, even when our bodies are dead because of sin, the Spirit 
s�ll resides in us and will con�nue to give life to our mortal bodies.  God pa�ently 
waits for us, in spite of our failings. 

Friends, each of us have a slightly or significantly different perspec�ve when we 
consider our understanding of the mysteries of this life and of God.  So, when we 
get frustrated with ourselves for lacking in faith, or our neighbor for not seeing 
things the way we do, let us remember all of the par�cipants in the story of 
Lazarus, and those shadows on the cave walls.   

However, we see God, and understand the meaning of Jesus’s life, death and 
resurrec�on.  I challenge all of us that as we prepare for Holy Week to consider 
what we know about God’s awesome presence in our lives.  No mater how many 
�mes we have heard the story of Lazarus being raised from the dead, or the 
upcoming events of Holy Week, let us try to hear them anew. To look for deeper 
meanings, to ask new ques�ons, to consider whose story is being told and whose 
voices are being le� out.  Let us explore how we may grow our rela�onship with a 
God that so desperately wants to be in a loving rela�onship with us, that God was 
willing to send his Son into the world as the ul�mate sacrifice.   

Let us examine closely what we think we know about Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrec�on.  Let us explore what we know of the breadth of God’s love for us and 
God’s personal call for each of us.  Let us look into the shadows of our own being 
and seek to discover where there may be misunderstanding.  When we find those 
dark places, let us call upon God with prayer to shine the light of Christ on that 
darkness. Let us take comfort that all of us, from the closest followers to the most 
distant observers, receive the promise of eternal life through the resurrec�ng 
strength of God’s ever-expanding love.  God pa�ently waits for us.  Amen. 

 


