Getting Unstuck - Rev. Denise Schiavone

Reﬂecting on ourGosPel readings this Pashcew weeks, it may feelasifwe're
travcling around in some sort of time machine. On (Christmas [~ ve, Mother
Marcia led the children of Christ Church in exploring Mary andJosePh’s
ar&uousjoumeg to the Pethlehem inn where Jesuswasborm. T he 5uncla9
after Christmas, we went all the way backto “the beginning)” where the Word
was with (God, and the Word was (God, and all things came into beingt}‘nrough
him.

Last wcek, we 1eapt forwardto meeta i 2~3car~o]d Jesus who separatccl from
his Famila to remain behind in the tcmplc in Jerusalem. At the Epiphang this
Past Thursclag, we returned to gaze once again onthe faceof the imcantjesus,
as three wise men Fo”owing astar Paid homage to “the Kingomcthe Jews” This
morning, we find ourselves on the banks of the Riverjorclan some 50 years
later, Jesus standing a]ongsiclc throngs of Pcople seeking rcc]emption through
baptism by the Prophetjohn the Baptis’c.

Allthis movement across time reminds me of the iconic 80s movie “Pack to the
f:uture,” where the characterof Marty, Playec} bg Michael J f:ox, transports
himself back to the 1 950s, and there finds himself stuck in time. Fora good
Portion of the movie, Martg frantica”g devotes all his energy to tryingto move
forward in time, and get backtohislife as it was, orwould be, inthe future. |n his
quest, he stumbles upon obstacle alcterobstacle——comcining him to his current
Point intime. “Back to the [Tuture” isjust one of many movies out there that tell
a story about being stuckina Particu]arplace intime. |t's a story thatinsome
ways feels ccr519 similarto ourreal-life expcricncc of the Prcsent ciag. With an
ongoingglobal Pandemic, continuing social irsjustices, and endless divisive
rhetoric, we can feel traPPc:dJ unable to move forward—stuck in a time warp of

sorts.
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Putin consiclering whatthe Gospcl reveals this morning about the Baptism of
our] ord,we may find it hclp]cul to think about how (God’s kingdom transcends
the confines and limitations of time and 5Pace—and how his Promises applg to all

People across ctcmity‘

What exact]g does scriPture tell us about the momentous occasion oFJesus’s
baptism? We”, Luke’s account, along with Mat’chew’s and Mark’s, are re]ative]9
briefintheir depiction of this event. The Gospel writers offera mere summary
of what occurrccl——justa fewlines, with Matthew alone mentioning a cursory
exchange o?dialoguc bcMeenJcsus and John the Baptist thatreveals
Jesus’s baPtism will “fulfill all righteousncss.”

Begonc] this, the Gospe]s offerlittle insight into the details of that dag. In many
ways, we can on]y imagine what exactly occurred. But we know what all the
Gospe] accounts do notinclude: at the baptism oFJesus, the Messia]ﬂ, God
incarnate, we have no details of any grand announcement, no sPotlig}‘ntecl
P]a’mcorm, no ‘\/”> treatment gor\)csus. In Luke’s Proclamation thatjesus was
baptized alongwith all the People, we may assume he didn’tjump the ]ine, didmt
request any sPecialgavors, didn'tseeka Place of horor. | uke tellsus simplfj
that when all the Pcople were baptized, Jesusalsowas baptized. And
afterward, in the bodi]g formof a clescenc}ing dove, his divine identitg is affirmed:
You are my 50/7, the Be/oved; with you / amwell /o/easca{

| et’s think about thatfora moment. Despitc bcinghimsehcwithoutsin, Jcsus,
(Godincamate, stands on the banks of theJorc]an Riveramong ordinary
sinners, revealing}‘:is shared humanitg——and his solidarity——with all God'’s People.
And ?o”owing the revelation of his ideﬂti‘cg,Jesus doesnot putacrownon his
head and Proclaim himself an a”~PowerFu] King. [1e doesnot demand his
followers put himon a Pe&estal and blinc”g P]e&g@ theirlogaltg. No, from here)
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aftera Periocl of Pragerand of testing, Jesusgoes outintothe worlcl,
embarking on his mission and ministry: of hca]ing the blind andthe lame and the
sick, of tcaching the mu]tituc!cs, and of Pastoring tothe Pcople, despitc the
obstaclesfrom the world around him, clesPite Persecution from Roman
authorities, &espite oPPosition fromhis own Jewish brethren. And ultimate]g,
he gives himself up to the cross, Praging in his last moments, “|"ather, ?orgive

them”—thegr@ates’c demonstration of love mankind will everexpericncc.

T hisis the Path we are called to follow in ourown baptism within the Bodg of
Christ, thejoumcg we take togethcras Jesus’s discip]es—to move past Being
stuck in darkness and recurring Pattems of human sin,andto live into (od’s call
for us.Jesus neverimplies &iscipleship will be easy orcomfortable. |n fact, we
know from his life and his death that sugcring is an inevitable part of (God’s
cosmic Plan. Putwe also know that in oursugering, (God offers us the
cormcorting Promises revealed in lsaiah: //73vc Ca//ca{gou bﬂ name, you are mine.
W/mn youpass t/groug/) the wa ters, / will be with you; when you walk fﬁrou‘gﬁ fire
you shallnot be burned. You arepr@c/ous i my 5{g/7t, andhonored, anc///ovc

ﬂO[J.

The question is, when we feel traPPed inanendless loop of chaos and
con?usion,wherc canwe find moments of cPiPhang to free ourselves?Jow can
we awaken each dag anchored to those beauthcul, liFe—agirmingwords:ﬂou are
m/ne,ﬂou arepreC/bUS I my sg/)t, //ovcﬂou? Words thatattestto our
inheritance as (;od’s sons and daughters, broug}wt togcther{:rom the ends of
the earth—affirmedin ourbaptism as [is beloved children—and cmPowcrecJ to

ministerto the world in Christ’s name?

| believe ourdccpest, most-authentic moments of CPiPhaﬂg will not be found in

any of ourworlcﬂy identities and affirmations: not aswe excel acac’emica”g or
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Pro?essiona”y, not aswe build financial securit9 and acquire material goods) not
aswe seck accolades and Celcbritg, not as we bask in Privilege and power, not in
our Political affiliations ornational identities, not even as we live and thrive within

our own families andfriend groups.

Qur moments of true ePiPhang are found standing amongthosc Jesus stands
among;: those outcast and &owncast; those we walk bg onthe streets and avert
our gaze 1Crom; those caug]ﬁtin cgcles of Povertg) Persecution, and violence;
those Forgotten aboutin Prison cells and in the cells of addiction and disease

and sc!lC~clestruction; those mired in the clcclo Pain of loss and grielc.

T he moments thatfosterthe greatest depth of relationshil:) and connection
with (5od are found standingin solic{aritg with our brothers and sisters of all
nationa]ities, races, classes, abilities, and life circumstances—all (God’s beloved.
Anc!just as Feterandjohn went to share the Powero{: the }“lo]g Spirit with
the Samaritans, outsiders and enemies of the Jews, we too are calledto move
forward, to sludge through and begond ourdark dwelling Placcs, to find a way
to Forgive and pray forourenemies and to inc]usivelg love neighbornearand 1Car,

as difficult as that may be.
Henri Nouwen, theologian and authorof Li}ce of the Be]oved, says:

When we claim and constantlg reclaim the truth of being the chosen ones,
we soon discoverwithin ourselves a deep desire to reveal to others their
own chosenness. ]nstcad of makingus feel..we are bct‘cer} more Precious
orvaluable than others, ourawareness of beingchosen opensoureyes to
the chosenness of others. Thatis the greatjoy of Being chosen: the
&iscoverg thatothers are chosen as well. ln the house of God there are

many mansions. | hereisa Place iCOFGVCIyOﬂC -a unique, sPecia] P!acc
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Once we deep!g trustthatwe ourselves are Prccious n Go&‘s eyes,we

are able to recognize the Prcciousncss of others and theiruniquc Places

in (God's heart.

In ourchosenness, and as the baptized Bod of (hrist,we share hope in the

P Y P
name of\)esus Christ and through the PowermC the H019 SPirit that has the
Powerto transform us and transform the world. We share the hoPe that as Gocl
gazes upon us, his be]oved, he is well Pleasecl. We share the knowledge that
(God’s P]an rses above ourrecurring calamitics, ourrelived crises, ourrepeat

Feelings of beingstuck.

As we reaffirm ourbaptisma] covenant togethcrthis morning, let’s considerhow
we can seck moments of ePiPhang from among-«experiences that will empower
us to break free from the bondage of humansin, so we can fix ourfocus and our
lcooting Firm!g within (God’s kingdom. | etusrecommitourselvesto Fu]lci”ingour
baptismal Promiscs to seek and serve (Christin all People, torespect the dignitg

of every human being, tolove ourneighbors asourselves.

Mag we treatevery dag asan oPPortunitg to turn from sin, to engage in the life
of discip]cship and community in the Ore Bodg that Eegins at ourbaptism, to
stand firmin the truth of (God’s love for us, and to share thatwith ourbrothers
and sisters to the end of the earth—as the God who created us for His g]org

ca”s us a” }39 name, PY'CCiOUS ancl lOVCd.



