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 G) Many years ago, I was part of a mission group working with 
the Maya Quiche seminarians of Chichicastengo. One Sunday, 
we were invited to take part in a Holy Eucharist at the small 
home parish of Pasquala. Pasquala was a thirty­five year old 
Maya Quiche seminarian, a grandmother, with a third grade 
education: she was short and strong and determined.-she 
later became the first Maya Quiche woman priest and I adored 
her. 

We drove on smaller and smaller roads, and dirt paths and 
parked high up on a mountain, and followed a narrow path 
through the scraggly corn fields and past wooden one room 
huts until we came to the 'church'. It was., as all the others, 
just one room,framed in wood

)
with benches nailed into the· 

sides., but oh, �hen you stepped in, the congregation had 
layered pine needles over the the dirt floor and wildflowers on 
top. Every step was a bouquet of fragrance cushioning 
your feet. The altar was small)but flowers piled against the 
feet and two small clay pots held more, along with the tiny 
boldly painted cross. 

I was to celebrate the Holy Eucharist. It was a big occasion
) 

because ordinarily it was months between having a priest 
with Pasquala serving as a deacon and distributing blessed

') 

 
bread and wine to her parishioners. It was also a comedy, as 
I was using a Spanish Book of Common Prayer and I barely 
spoke 20 words of Spanish, my pronunciation was awful! But 
then the congregation all spoke Quiche, and very little 
Spanish, so we were about equal. 













Second, even in Christ Church where diakonia is� 

prominent in our outreach and inreach ministry, there is still 
the 20/80 ratio: 20% of the congregation does the nitty gritty 
work of maintaining the church institution to provide for the 
80% who are members. We still need many Marthas, to be 
ushers and altar guild and tellers and Sunday School teachers
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to help our faithful grounds keepers. and even take a hand at 

cleaning bathrooms when we are trying to find a sexton. 

We shouldn't hope for exhausted Martha's to take it all on. 

"So what?" What are �ou doing to nurture yourself in the 
Word and Presence of Christ, and, wh�! ar� you doing to 
serve where service is needed? 

Amen. 


