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| ast Sunclag, we heard Luke’s account oFJesus beingncar]g hurled off a c]ig,
a Prophet rejected in his own hometown. This morning we have the crowds
pressingin to hear Jesus speak—and we leam of the call of the first disciples,
who left theirlivelihood and all that they knew—tofollow Jesus.

From a crowd enragecl, to one 3caming to be nearthis enticing ProphetJ the

lcap can scemjarring, until we considerwhatlies between these two Gospels.

When Jesus Passed in the midst of the crowd, escaping almost certain death,
he did not go into hiding, infearforhislife. Nordid he say, this ism't rea”g worth

it—this work is too hard, the reward too little.

No, in the Passagcjust before this morning’s Gospel, | uke tellsus Jesus
leaves his Precarious Position onthe eclge of thatcliff and goes to Capemaum
toteach. Not on]g to teach, but to encounterand engage the crowds, incluc]ing
a man Possesscc{ bg a demon: a man considered unclean, avoided bg his own
community. Jesusgocs onto lag hands on and cure all those sick withvarious

diseases. [ romthese acts of hea]ingand restoration, the crowds are amazed.

Theg looimcorjesus. Theg follow him.

At the Lai(e of (Gennesaret, the disciples have spenta long day toiling at work,
when _Jesus directs them to put theirnetsinto deep water. At this Point, we can
imagine thcg are tired—Possiblg exaspcrated by Jesus’s command. Simon tries
to cxplain thcg’ve been at it all night, without success. Yetevenso, he obcgs,
and they let down theirnets.

| uke’s account says simplg that aftertheirnets become full, theg follow Jesus.
Matthew and Mark’s Gospe]s tell us Jesus beckons, “Fo”ow me,” and that at
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“.atonce they left theirnets and wentwith him.” What@verthc exactdetails of

the exchange, itis clearthat Jesusinvited, and the disciplcs acccptcd.

Kare]g are we called today to sacrifice as the first disciples did: toleave our
Pro{:essions, ourfamilies and communities, and venture into the complete
unknown. But we are nonetheless called to move out of ourcomfort zones, to

lcorag from ourlcamiliarplaccs, to followin Jesus’s{:ootstcps.

A few weeks ago, members of our relcugee ministry were discussingt]ﬁe A]Cghan
Familg ourchurchis sponsoring: how theg were set‘c]ing in, the fact thattheg took
quick initiative to getjobs, andthat thcg expressa stronggratitudc for(Christ
Church’s support. ]n gact, themcamilg has on several occasions exPressed their

desire to help others in the future—as theg say, “To give back.”

The group’s discussion shifted to what Christ Church might be ableto help
this Family accomp]is]ﬂ, begon& ﬂecing theircountry and Finc{ing asafe Place to
live in the US Someone commented thatit would be nice if we could hc]P
them achieve “ | he American [ Dream.”

The sentiment gave me great pause, as ] wonclercd, does sucha dream still
exist? A dream that anyone—no mattertheirclass orrace or backgrouncl-«can
achieve success, that quarc] mobility is within reach 1Cora”J hconlg you work hard
enough. ['s a nice notion, but]| believe the American Dreamis onlg adreamfor
some. | or others, it’s as elusive as graspinga Pug of smoke fromthe air. [ or

still others, the dream canbe more of a nightmarc.

Take the students at anyone of adozen Historica”g Black Co”eges and
(niversities ta rgeted nationwide this week with bomb threats that coincided
with the beginningo{: B!ack f"]istory Month. From among them, Spe”man
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Co”egc studcntSaigan 509d commentcd, "]’mjust ultimately tired of clealing
with this level of unsolicited hatreci.‘.l‘mjust tired of being terrorized like how my

gran&Parents were.”

(_ontrast thiswith one Popularargument against the very existence of systemic
racismin our country. Feople of this mindset often Pointto America’s
“progress” in advancingpcople of color: Forexamplc) in clcctinga Black
Prcsident and a Black Vice Fresiclent. The claimis thatracist incidents are
isolated ones, certairs|9 not born omc, woven through, and Perpetuatecl bg the
very institutions we hold dear. Put begonc} bomb threats, otherrecent events

reflect how non~incidental) non-randomthe Problem rea”g is.

Considerthe banning of books and conversation about racism in some schools,

because it might somehow disturb white children.

(onsiderelected officials in Places like Georgia Pursuing changes invoting
laws that would largelg suppress Black Pcop]e’s voices.

(_onsiderhow communities of colorhave been c{isproportionatelg devastated

bg a deac”g Pandcmicthathas takenjo}as, homes, and lives.

(Considerthe debates ovchutting the first Black woman on the Suprcmc
Court-—a woman of the highest quali}cications and credentials—and whetherthat

is “fair’ to White candidates ornot.

In the midst of all this, organizations nationwide are celcbrating Black Historg
month. Mg own emPlogerhas an entire communications camPaign devotedto

inclusion and diversitﬂ. We run historical Pieces about Martin | uther King and



“Here Am|, Send Me?~ Rev. Denise Schiavone

Promcilcs of statf who advocate Forsocialjustice causes. We call this “socia

innovation.”

And yet, many would argue oursocialinnovation is Paimcu”g slow to progress—
some might say we’re actua”9 takingsteps backwards—as PeoPle of color

continue to exPerience inequities and injustices ona dailg basis.

Debates and oPPosingpositions aside, ]’m more concernedwith what is in some
ways a much simplerquestion: How are we Christians called to responc{ to

injustice in the world?

Admittedlg,Just becausea ciucstion seems simPlc doesn’tmean the answerwill
be. But sure!g, ourcommon response as members of the Bodg of Christ does
not limit our concern to one month of the year,ortoone dag cach Januarg when

we honorone manwho gave his life forthe notion oﬂ'ustice esPoused }39 the so-

ca”ecl American Dream.

As Americans, we may have great ambivalence overthe Americandream. Put
as (Christians, we shouldhave no ambivalence in the Gospel’s message that
(God’sloveis for a//PeoP]e. That_Jesus cameto share that good news with not
just thoseinhis hometown, but with People?aranc{ wide, People whom others
choseto ignore, neg]ec’c, and persecute, andthathe invites us to follow himin

hcaling, restoring, and reconcilinga broken world.

This invitation does not stand alone. ]t comes with agency: that as Jesus’s
clisciples, ourstrcngth comes notfrom us, but rathcr, as St. Fau] says, from
(od’s grace working withinus. Qut of this agency, Jesus invites us to action—
action such as he took throughout his own ministry: travelingprom the shores of

Lake Gennesaret to bring communities to wholeness. Tl’)at is ourbenchmark.
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Not the American dream, not ourannual “celebrations” of Black history, orour

progress n Put’cing PCOPIC of colorin Positions of power.

Socialjustice is not a single month, movement, orministry; it’s nota signora
slogan ora sgmbol. ]t lies within the very essence of what we are calledto in our
baptismal covenant: to seek andserve Christin all Pcop]e, to strive Forjustice
and peace. Scek, serve, strive: thoseverbs are not Passivc ones; theg callus to

though’mcu! and deliberate action on behalf of ourfellow human bcings.

How will we rcspond to this invitation, as storm clouds churn and the darkness
of divisivenessthreatens ourway of life? Will we remain in ourboats, Hoating
saFelg in the shallows? Orwe will follow our Lord to c]eeperwaters and shores
unknown? WI” we ignore the ramPantinequities that existin school systems,
housing, emp]ogment, and ourjustice system? Wl” we sit back and hopc it all
goes away, orthat someoneelse—the Dr. Kings and the Rosa Farks of the

word—will take bold action on ourbehalf?

Or, willwe choose some kind of action? Will we allow ourselves to considerour
own Positions of Privi]ege——and to submitto discussions that may make us
deeplg uncomfortable. (Canwelook at ourselves in the mirrorand question our
own Pcrccptions and biases thatinﬂucncc——consciously and unconsciouslg——

how we treat others?

Willwe choose to fallto ourknees and say,Jcsus, |ama sinner? Lii«a Fau], will
we admitwe are unfitto be a disciple of:)esus——butyct, “}33 thegracc of (God |

amwhat ] am, and his grace toward me has not beeninvain..”

Christians resPon&ingto injustice may discoverman9 different ways to address

the Prob]em. But certain!g, indifferenceis notan oPtion. Ambiva]ence is notan
5
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option. Apathg is notan oPtion.Thc late Archbishop Desmond T utu saidit
well: “ngou are neutral in situations of irsjustice, you have chosenthe side of the

b3
OPPY‘CSSOF.

As followers oFJesus, we do not have the luxurg of sittingon the fence.
Striving forjustice is not somethingwe can contain to the month of FebruaryJ
as if somehow, it’s excessive to talk about it the other 1 1 months. Ourbaptisma]

covenantisin P!acc 247,365 dags of thcgear.

Andasaman ovcaction,Jesusgave cleardirections and cxamP]e to live bg.
(Godincarmate walked the earth not as a hailed king, but as aman onthe
margins himself. And he tells us time and again, in word and in deed: \/\/hatyou
doto others) you do tome. Whatgou dotothe least of these, you do tome.

Thereisno ambiguitg around the fact that we as Christians must respond to
injustice. Ourspecipic calls may dhclceraccorcling to ourlife circumstances and

ghcts. But ourcommon life as disciples of Christ comPels us to rcspond ]:)3

Choosing action overapathg, and clecting the common response of love.

Will we seek and serve Christ in all persons, ]oving our ncighboras ourself? Will
we strive Forjustice and peace amonga” PCOP]C, and respect the clignity of

every human being’?

We can answerthis in ourworship in almostrote Fashion, without much thought
to how it aPP]ies to evergday life. We can, as lsaial'l says, not look with oureyes,
not listen with ourears. We mag——eithcr knowing]g orunknowinglg—tum our
gaze fromthe sugering of ourbrothers and sisters. But God says tous,
“W}wom shall | sencl, and who wi”go forus?
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Even when ournets feel empty, when we are tired oruncomfortable or

comqictecl, we can choose to keep casting outinto deeP waters. We can decide
to activel9 engage every dag in the covenantwe have made to help move God)s
kingdom toward healingancl wholeness. Notonlg despite ourinadequacies and
brokenness, but bg the grace of (God within us,aswe rcsPor\d, [Here|am] ord,

Send Me.



