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Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace. 

 
Lent I  
The Reverend Emmanuel Ato Mercer 
 
     Therefore, just as one man’s trespass led to the condemnation for all, so one man’s acts of righteousness leads to 
justification and life for all.” Paul assures us.  
 
     The Old Testament story recounts the disobedience of Adam and Eve. They could not resist the 
temptation to eat of the fruit that would make them be like God. In the gospel story, Jesus is 
presented with a similar choice as Adam and Eve, but he didn’t fall for that temptation.  
 
      Paul in his Letter to the Romans presents Jesus as that one man who by his rejection of all that 
Satan had to offer-power, domination, and control, whose acts of righteousness became the solution 
to the problem of the fall. Paul argues elsewhere that since in Adam all die, even so in Christ would 
all be made alive.  
 
      For Paul then, the symbol of death and sin represented in the story of the fall, was not sufficient 
in disturbing the human hope in life. Human hope is in Christ. For through obedience Christ has 
made visible what human perfection looks like. Through the free exercise of the human will, Christ 
accomplished what Adam could not. 
 
      But the fact that Christ accomplished what Adam could not doesn’t mean that we who have 
been made one in Christ wouldn’t fall for any temptation nor does it mean that you and I would sin 
no longer. You and I would sin but the free gift of grace is always available to those who recognize 
their sins.  
 
      As many of you know, I am the twenty-first of twenty-three children by my father with multiple 
women. In fact, a few months ago, we all learned that my father had a son that no one knew. And 
my father passed away in 11985. So for over thirty years, no one knew that my father had a living 
son.  
 
      On my recent trip to Ghana, I visited my older cousin who had a very good relationship with my 
father. He shared a piece of my father that neither I nor my brother knew. He said that my father’s 
favorite psalm was psalm 51.  
 
      Growing up, I knew that my father was a deeply religious man, incredibly generous and faithful 
Christian. He went to church twice each Sunday, morning Eucharist and then Evensong and 
Benediction.  
 
      I suspect that there was something about psalm 51 that spoke to him-I don’t think it was his sins 
or flaws but rather the good news about a God whose mercy was not only everlasting but that his 
sins were never enough. And not only that but your sins and mine are never enough. 



 
 

I never got the opportunity to ask him, dad, why is psalm 51 your favorite psalm? But I sense that 
within that he felt a kind of solace and comfort that comes with knowing that our sins are never 
enough because God’s grace is more than enough.  
 
     St Augustine latches upon Paul’s presentation of Adam, and in his Letter to Simplicianus, who was 
the Bishop of Milan, writes that humankind is “one lump in which the original guilt (of Adam) 
remains throughout.” But he does not stop there, he further writes that “The unmerited grace of 
God which can alone inspire in man a delight in the good.” One the one hand, Augustine looks at 
sin as an intrinsic part of our lives but he recognizes that it is only the grace of God which can drive 
our search for goodness and fulfillment. 
 
     The search for fulfillment is a symptom of being human. And the sense of feeling empty means 
we have to be filled. The problem is we want to fill our emptiness by ourselves and this often leads 
to disobedience and our fall for temptations. We end up putting square pegs in round holes. And so 
emptiness never gets filled. The story of the fall, of daring to disobey the commandment not to eat 
of the fruit, in spite of the promised consequence of eating the fruit, tells a story about who we are.   
 
It is not the scare of punishment that holds us back-our children reminds all the time!! It is 
something deeper than that-it is the existence of our emptiness. Adam and Eve represents the part 
of us which believes that the satisfaction to emptiness or nothingness is to seek our fill or worth 
outside of God’s widening embrace and commonwealth. The reason why the story of the fall still 
resonates is because we too, like Adam and Eve desire to fill our emptiness by eating of the 
forbidden fruit, we desire to make ourselves worth something by ourselves-and often times by any 
means necessary.  
 
    There is a story in a book-The Farthest Shore by Ursula Le Guin. She tells of a magician, Ged, who 
faces the gaping emptiness within him with these words “You exist, without name, without form. 
You cannot see the light of day: you cannot see the dark. You sold the green earth and the sun and 
stars to save yourself. But you have no self. All that which you sold, that is yourself. You have given 
everything for nothing. And so now you seek to draw the world to you, all that light and life you 
lost, to fill up your nothingness. But it cannot be filled. Not all the songs of earth, not all the stars of 
heaven, could fill your emptiness.”  
 
     We know we hunger and thirst, and desire to be filled, but we do not know how, and often fail to 
acknowledge that role Christ plays in that quest. A French Cardinal captured human emptiness and 
our need for God with these words “A human being is a nothing who is at home with God, whose 
natural habitat is God, who is capable of receiving God and of being filled by him.”  
 
     In the gospel story Jesus is presented with bread to satisfy his hunger after fasting for forty days 
and nights. Who wouldn’t be attracted with such a gesture-just pick and eat. After all you are hungry. 
But Jesus shows us, that the fact that we are hungry, the fact that we desire to be filled doesn’t mean 
every bread presented to us is worth our consideration. Jesus points out to the tempter that one shall 
not live by bread alone. Because bread alone doesn’t satisfy. The temporal doesn't satisfy. It is the 
eternal which satisfies. It is the Word of God that satisfies. It is this Word which assures me of being 
forgiven, which helps me to acknowledge my weakness and to celebrate the possibility of new 
beginnings-that is what satisfies.  And so to limit ourselves to bread alone, is to deny ourselves the 
any satisfaction beyond the material. It is only God who satisfies us. And those who are satisfied in 
their obedience to the Word that comes out of God, never lack. They never lack in goodness, giving, 



 
 

compassion and the pursuit of justice. Their joy is made complete in the God who satisfies human 
longing.  
 
      My brother and sister, to fall or not to fall for the seduction of the tempter is determined not by 
the human will alone, but by the extent to which we are driven by the desires which pulls us away 
from submitting and surrendering to God’s direction and will. We like to believe that power rests 
with our ability to own and control; but true power is best exercised in perfect freedom-the freedom 
to reject the power which seduces us into believing all things but offer us nothing.  
 
      To understand our nature and ourselves, we have to realize that being human is a movement, a 
becoming, a journey from what we are into what we are not. Adam and Eve reflect what we are but 
Jesus reflects what we are not. And by Paul’s calculation, Adam was everything Jesus was not. Our 
task then is to journey from Eden to the hills of Calvary and the tombs beyond the city walls of 
Jerusalem. There, outside those walls, lies the hope that Lent offers.  
 
      The hope of our Lenten journey is the resurrection of Jesus. And that hope may call on us to 
hate God, the od who is ‘enemy’ within us, the God who is the ‘disturber’ of our peace, the God 
who calls us to the vocation we do not like, but yet, that vocation is essential in renewing and 
cleansing us from sins great and small. To hate God, is to acknowledge the reality of a power within 
us who calls our attention to our sins, and to whom we cry out kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy)-a song 
of deep gratitude and sorrow which acknowledges our reliance on God. As one author said, “Hatred 
of God may bring the soul to God.”  
 
      Listen to what Jesus said to Satan “Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” It is 
through worship and service that we experience the resiliency of a gospel which announces our need 
for salvation. Truth is, if you are not a sinner, you would not need the good news. But who is it that 
isn’t a sinner? Who is it that does not need the good news? Who is it? We are all like Adam and Eve, 
like my father, empty and void and failing temptations. But we too can become like Jesus the Christ, 
filled with God’s Spirit, obedient to God’s commandment and eager to overcome the seduction of 
power, control and domination, just so we can triumph over all temptations.  
 
Amen.  
 


