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“And immccliatcly his ears were opencd, his tongue was rc|cascd, and he spokc

Plainlg.”

Mark’s Gospcl recounts this miracle moment, as a deaf man finds hcaling at the

hands of Jesus—and becomes free to sPcak without impcdimcnt.

In ancient biblical times, deafness and other phgsical impal’rmcnts were tgpica“g
considered a consequence of the Pcrson’s sin. Fcoplc with disabilities were

gcncrallg excluded from social and rcligiOUS circles and cultural connections.

|t would be likewise so for the dcmon—Posscsscd daughtcr of the Gentile
woman who aPProac]—lcd Jesus for hclp. This deaf man and this girl with an
unclean spirit would likclg have been outcastsb-PcoPlc forced to live on the

margins of socictg.

Seo, when Jcsus healed Pcoplc, he clicln’tJ'Ust cure their Physical and emotional
imPairmcnts. e restored them to communitg—and in c]oing 50, he transformed

their lives.

T here’s much we could unpack about how these miracles unfoldcd, including
the somewhat unncrvingjuxtaposition between Jesus’s harsh words to the

Gcntilc woman, and his ultimate act of comPassion and mercy.

But ]’c] like to spcnd some this morning cxploring somcthing clsc, because ]’m
Just as struck bg the actions of the Pcople in these stories as | am by Jesus’s
response: the daring—»-thc chutzPah, ipyou will—of a Gcntilc woman who

approachcs Jesus, aman and a _Jew, and the determination of those who bring
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a Phgsica”y imPaircd man to Jesus to heal—and what remarkable things can
happcn when we act bolc]lg in faith.

| ast week our lag Prcachcr Jonathan mentioned that J'd advised him to not try
to tackle all three rcadings in one sermon. |¢'s advice | tgPicaﬂg follow mgsclmc, but
it's worth noting that this thread of boldness runs all too clcarly through today’s
Olcl T estament rcacling, the E_Pistlc, and the GosPcl Jesson.

We first encounter it in ]saiah: ‘533 to those who are of a fearful hcar't, “‘Bc
strong, do notfear! Here is your God....Hc will come and save you.” Thcn the
eyes of the blind sha" be oPcncd, and the ears of the deaf unstoPPccl...thc lamc
shall lcap like a dccr, and the tongue of the sPccchss sing )Corjog.”’

T he ancient ProPhct vigorOUSly Proclaims God's Plan for hcaling and
rcconciliation——assuring the ]sraclitcs that out of suﬁcring,}oy will emerge; out

of irjusticc,jUSticc will Prcvail.

That thread of boldness carries through to our Epistlc, with Jamcs c:a”ing his
listeners out for raising the rich up on Pcc‘]cstals while ncglccting the poor,

admonis['ling them that tlncy cannot claim to follow Jchs—yct act without mercy.

Jamcs wrote his letters about 50 years aFtchcsus’s clcath, as a sort of
Practical guic]c for carlg followers. Some 2,000 years latcr', in toc]ay’s caPitalist,
cclcbritg-infatuatcd culture, things haven't much changcd.

Thc EPistlc calls Christians, then and now, to a highcr standard of lovc, a
sacrificial “agape” love that empowers us to bear each other's burdens, to

include those the world tends to exclude, to live into James’ advice: “You do
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well if you rca"y fulfill the roga] [aw accorcling to the scriPturc, “You shall love
your ncighbor as yourscl?.’” James doesn’t mince words on this Point: faith bg

i’cschc, without works, is dead.

]n contrast, Mark’s Gospcl recalls stories of faith Wa"dng hand in hand with
works—acts of imparl:ialitg toward ncighbors considered “undesirable” and

“unclean.”

We see similar cxamplcs of this earlier in Marlc, when a group of men carry a
Paralgzcd friend to a house where crowds have gathcrcd, 1owcring him through

an oPcning in the roof, in the certainty Jesus will heal him.
When Pcoplc boldlg approach Jesus in faith, Jesus rcsponds.

Of course, | would be remiss if | did not acknowlcdgc that for every miracle
moment of ]'lcaling, there arcjust as many stories of continuing strugglc with
disease, ongoing Pain, and ltilong c]isability. (God answers prayers, but not

always in tl"lc wags we l"IOPC For*hcaling can lOOl( VCl’y di‘FFCl"Cﬂt than we CXPCCt

But God wants us all to be made wholc, rcgardlcss of our Pcrsonal
circumstances and clwa"cngcs, Thereisno Partiality in (God’s love. (God’s love

knows no bOUndS.

]t is that cncluring Gooc] News that calls us in the here and now to balance

belief with action and live couragcouslg into the Gospcl.

Thcrc’s a Par‘ticular word for this boldness of faith: cvangclism.
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Many E_Piscopalians treat cvangclism as almost a dirty word. ]t can corjurc
images of PcoPlc going door to door to sPcak of the Path to salvation, Pcoplc
shouting on street corners with Biblcs raised over their heads, Pcoplc Putting a
discompor‘ting cmphasis on their “Pcrsonal conversion” experiences. But true

cvangclism rca“y getsa bad rap.

]n its Purcst form, it describes the act of sPrcacling the (Good News—thc word
itself c]criving from the Grcck word for ‘gospcl’ or ‘gooc] news.’

The national EPiscoPal Church has this to say about cvangclism: “Evcrg
baptizcc[ L:_Pisc:opalian has vowed to Proclaim with our words and our lives the
loving, libcrating, and li{:c-giving good news of Jesus Christ. Through the
sPiritual practice of cvangclism, we seek, name and celebrate Jesus’ loving

»l

presence in the stories of all Pcoplc — then invite everyone to more.

To Proclaim with our words and our lives the gooc] news oFJcsus Christ.
Friends, some of the most Powchul stories of the (Good News are told with few

or no words at au.

Tl‘tcy are the stories we live out here at Christ Church. When we bring meals
to (Grassroots to hclP those cxPcricncing food insccurity. Wl’]cn we deliver
baclcpacks filled with school suPPlics each Auguat to students at | _ake
E”chorn Middlc School. When we open our doors to share diverse oﬂccrings
of sPiritual nourishment and health and wellness. When we pray for each other,
sit with each other, and minister to each other in our sickness, in ourgricf, in our

darkest moments of vulncrabi[ity. When we step out into the unknown to
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welcome the stranger among as, as we did when we welcomed a rcfugcc {:amilg

from Athanistan.

Ziba, Anwar, ljaz, and Mati came to us three years ago with little more than a
few bags of clothcs and Photos and documcnts thcg grabbcd as thcy ﬂcd thcir

home. During one of the first conversations | had with Anwar, the eldest son, he
askcd, “W]’:y do Christians want to hclP MUSlims’?

]t is a question ] attcmptcc] to answer then with words. E)ut ] believe this
community has offered a much richer answered to that qucstion through our
actions: in how we took a risk and stcPPccl out in faith to rcsPoncl to our
baptismal call to serve those on the margins, acting with imParl:ialitg to love our
ncighbor——a” our ncigl—wbors—notju:st the ones who look and sound and live like

we dO.

}:rom those carly days of wclcoming this Family, we've formed C]CCP’ cnc]uring
bonds and connections. And we have received as much blcssing as we have
given. ls a rclationship that has borne fruit that’s now sPrcad to six faith
communities and four families, a model for how we can be more imPact‘Ful in 1iving

out the Gospcl’s message of love.
]F thatisn’t cvangclism, ] don’t know what is.
Are there any [imits to what we can accomplish when we are bold in our faith?

T hese stories—your stories—are the stories that bring me 5rcatj05 as | come to

the Point where | must say goodbgc.
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Last Sundag, a Parisl‘:ioncr came up to me after the service and said, “Do you

know what ]’” miss most when you leave?”

| shook my head, and she rcpliccl, « will miss how you hold the Gospcl book high

when you come out to read it.”

| must admit, | did not expect this answer. Put it stagcd with me all week: the fact
that this Parishioncr was so struck by the image of the GosPcJ raised up high
for all to see—what we deacons do as second nature, Part of our liturgical
function, walking into the midst of the congregation to proclaim and share the
Good News with everyone—a visible sgmbol that none are cxcluclcd, Gocl’s

love is for all.

My clcParturc will not changc this, no matter how the Gospcl book is brought
forward. As you all live out your faith tl'n'oug]—] works in so many beautiful ways,
as you sharc your stories of Goc] at work, you hold the Gospcl high for all to

sce.

The Church as we know it will likclg look very differentin 10, 20, 100 years.
Many congregations are lamcnting this changc. T['!cy fret over empty pews and
average Sunday attendance. Thcg form a committee to stratcgizc on how to
get Pcoplc back to church. Mg thinking aligns more with that of contcmporarg
thcologian Brian Mc] aren, who says,

«If you want to see the future of Chris’cianitg...don’t look at a church building.
(Go look in the mirror and look at your ncighbor. (God's message of love is sent

into the world in human cnvcloPcs. If you want to see a great spiritual migration
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bcgin, then let it start rig]'rt in your body. | et your life be a foothold of

liberation.”

] do not fear for the future of the C_hurch, because you affare the future of the
Church. You are human cnvcloPcs bcaring (God's message of love. And ] am
truly blessed to have had this time with you. We have ministered togcthcr,
r?joicccl and celebrated togct]'lcr, shared frustration and tears, learned from
each other and grown togcthcr. ] will carry with me the cxpcricnccs ]’vc had here

to continue my ministry at St. Peter's, and bcyond.

As ] leave this beloved community, | pray that you continue to chaﬂcngc
gourschr' to hold the Gospcl high. l pray you cxplorc those placcs of meekness
and uncertainty where you’re bcing called to step out and be the living,
brcathing Gospcl in the world. ] pray you seek out those Pcop]c n your
communities—at wor‘c, in your ncighborhooc], in your social circles—who need
you to walk bolc“y alongsidc of them, to invite them, through the awesome

presence of Jesus dwcﬂing within you, to cxpcricncc God's hcaling love.
]’ﬂ leave you all with these words from a prayer from Saint Tcrcsa of Avila:
Christ has no body but yours,

No hanc]s, no feet on earth but yours,

Yours are the eyes with which He looks

Compassion on this world,

Yours are the feet with which e walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which [ e blesses all the world.

Yours are the hanc]s, yours are the {:cct,
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Yours are the eyes, you are His boclg.
Christ has no boc]g now but yours...



